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collection of what Muhammad presented as
revelations from the one true God but was
actually constructed from already existing
material, mostly from the Jewish and Christian
traditions. (P.3)
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Indeed, Abd al-Malik'srival  Abdullah
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Az-Zubair, who had revolted against the
Umayyad caliphate and now controlled Arabia,
Iraq, and Iran, had started minting coins that
proclaimed Muhammad as the prophet of Ajjah

as early as 685-the first such

official

proclamation. The coins carried the inscription
‘In the name of God, Muhammad is the
messenger of God (bismillah Muhammad rasyl

Allah). Hoyland remarks that this would

mean

that the earliest attested Islamic profession

comes from an opposition party. This

is not

implausible. That the revolt of Abdullah ibn
Az-Zubair had religious implications is confirmed
by a contemporary Christian source, which says
of him that 'he had come out of zeal for the

house of Gogd and
the Westerners,

claiming that they
transgressors of the

he was full of threats against

were

law: Abd al-Malik emulated

N Az-Zubair i minting coins bearing the

mscripﬁOn Muh
is th

gov

ammad rasul Allah "Muhammad
asso:iaTess?Pg.er of God." In 696 Abd al-Malik's
e e Haﬂa] ibn YUSUf (d 714)’ who served ?5
nor of Iraq after the defeat of |bn Az Zubail
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Likewise the official inscription on a canal bridge
in Fustat in Egypt, dating from the year 688,
reads: “This is the arch which Abd al-Aziz bn
Marwan, the Emir, ordered to be built. Allah!
Bless him in all his deeds, confirm his authority
as You please, and make him very satisfied in
himself and his household, Amen! Sad Abu
Uthman built it and Abd ar-Rahman wrote it in
the month Safar of the year 69.": Here again, no
Muhammad, no Qur'an, no Islam. (P.42)
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